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Investigating the Animal and Plant Motifs on the Coins of the first
Sassanid kings (from Ardashir I to Hormozd I1)

Azadeh Heidarpour”
Katayoun Fekripour™*

Abstract

The motifs carved on Sasanian coins contain themes that express the culture,
art and beliefs common in that period. These figures are sometimes symbols
of the ancient Iranian gods, sometimes also embodiments of the mythological
religious and artistic beliefs of the period, which have appeared on the crowns
of Sasanian Kings in a purely symbolic way following a political event. The
aim of this study is to examine the animal and plant motifs on the coins of the
first Sasanian Kings and to study and interpret these motifs symbolically.
Some of the questions related to this study are as follows: what place did the
mythological plant and animal depictions in the coins of the first Sasanian
Kings have in the religious beliefs of this period, and what was the symbolic
connection of these motifs with the ancient gods? By examining these motifs,
it can be concluded that the developments in the depiction of Sasanian coins
are due to the political-historical events of that period. Animal imagery,
which is actually a demonstration of the Zoroastrian gods like Verthragneh,
Anahita and... From the time of Bahram Il onwards, they were shown on the
crowns of Sasanian Kings and became one of the main policies of Sasanian
art. The study was conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner based on
library and observational studies.

Keywords: motif, animals, plants, coins, Sasanians.
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